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fwhagéituatlon in Indochina
. {As of 1ago EST)
. No.

.ﬁilitagy Action in Daelta

" in thea delta, but the level of Communist and govern«
‘ment injtiatives in the countryside continues to ‘
‘increase. Reglonal Forge units suctesafully de-

1. There were no major attacks against cities

fended o dlstrict town in vinh Long Province, seate

-terdng the attackers in dlearray and pursulng thanm

until dazk.  Government territorials alsa reapened

the road northeast of thoe Kien Glang Province capital

of Rach Gia, which had been cut yesterday.

© -2, the. regional “staff members gseem convineed

that the North Vietnamase 4th Division; which has

congentrated its regiments near Can Tho City, nust
soen make ita mova or risk losling its combat effec~

‘tivenezs,  Some officlals feel that if the 4th Divi-

.8ion has not made a succesaful bid against._.the.Can . .
The defenses by April 8, it will have to £all hack.

Althaugh the South Vietnamese 2lat Divislon hax not

been aggressive in breaking up the Communist throav,-

thara has hean constant contact, and air and artile -
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lery strikes have been conducted daily. Delta = . 7 o
officials believe that these strikes take a consid- ORIEAGES 361, b} iy
arable toll in men and supplies _and' this nyessure {"f 4
- will force the Communists either to attack- spoh of gjggﬂg,{y
ro disengags. : _ : L el tf B
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Regional Commanders Indisposed .- - .. J _ 'l .f{iﬁﬁ;7 ﬁf.'
' _' ‘ K . ' ) . w - EERE YO ‘ " o :'3.‘.” L
. 3. Ceneral Ngo (Quang Troung ls.in the hosgpltal I TR
in Salgon recovering frow a minox oparatign.f““““‘“-gﬁgdﬂ b
Eteﬁﬁkx.?*f:
. . 4. Gmnural Pham Van Phu, the former commhfnder . *7 @H T miit{l.
of MR-2, is also in a Saigon hospital, raeportedly ALY etl]
guffering from nervous tanaion. Following a speech. | ~ .1° ap
by Presldent Thieu yesterday., associates of Phu: B i
exprasged. ¢oncern that the general may hé punighed. . : N
‘Thieu said that some military commandérs were wvartly Lo UUR
to blama for the debacle of, recent wacks... He g RN L 1 §
upyet with what he considers premature decisions by -7+ |y L E
“hgth Trueng and Phu to abandon thelr regions. Co et fe
tnitial Reactions to New Cabinet Formation - . - ~2Xrriip
: 5. In & limited sampling of Vietnamese rmacg- =~ e iy
tion to the formation of a new cablnety the US em= L0 "iLbie L
bassy reports that most of thosa interviewed axe -~ - 7 A 1A
taking a wait and see attitude. They walcomed the L N |
 fdeparture of Prime Minigter Khiem but guastioned TR o
whether Speakex Can ia capable of the difficult task ~ ' 7 N
_Thieu haa assigned hiwm, ' Although Can iz a reapggied: 1
.. and intelligent politician, he gs a cloge associats N X
of Thieu and has few contact among the military. As C R
a national leader, most regard him as a-iightwedght | . | b =00 e of
and they question whether he can persuada an imprea- = ) RIHER
givé group to join tha government. ) : T e S R vl
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CCAMBODIA 00 .. - : ¢ e

jTha'Tacticql'S;tuétién‘

1. PMighting has increased on the Route 5 frong -
gsome six miles north of Phnom Panh.  US defanse at-
tacies who vizitad the arca- reportad that: the situ~-
ation 18 under control for the moment but that
government defenses along tho highway and-on the-
‘peninsula just acress the Tonle Bap RiveY are vervy
porous. .Just to the west, government unlés that had
~ sarlier evacuated an isolated haadouarters well ra-

moved from the main battlefields have moved' into
blocking positions slong the dike fivéd miles from .
" pochentong Alrport. Government gontaanders are pull-
ing units in from enclaves in the countryside and
. by next week may have several thousand addlitional
groops to reinforce the capital's northwestexn de=
enses. - ST ' ' ' ;oo

 _ 2. Svuthwast of Phuem,Ponh, the threat of!a
major push agoeinst the capital is rowing dal

“Yesterday, howevcr, the Khmer air force
detroyed & large number of gsampans on tha lowWer
Mekong River whigh wera presumably Being usedq t©
ferry the division across the river. This ra
1ay the division's attack plans.

.. 3, Cemnunist gunners today fiz=d about 50
 rockets’ and howitzer rounds into Pochantong Alrport.
rour Khmer air force pilots were wounded &and three
air force transports wexro damaged. Only four T-28s
ware available for combat support today and the air
forca may zoon he limited to a transport role. " The

Us alrxlift continued without interruption today.
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Evacuation Statug _ : ,

4. ﬂylnightfall-mﬁ Sunday (Phnom Penh time),

25X

ELITRNNS L 3

' Ambassador Dean plans to have reduged the US Miasion
staff to 61 persong or lEHB/94

. %. Ambasaador Dean has reported that in addi-
tion to the official menbers of the US Mission,
there were ancthar 13% US citlzens in Phnom Penh as
of this morning. These include aoms 50 "eransionts,"
. 49 americans who are teachers, misslionaries, or em~
.ployeas of airlines and relief organizations; and 36

Members of the press corpa. -Many of these have ap-

‘parently been reluctant ko lsave.

6. Only two fox‘eign-di;ﬁlomats remajjn"on tha " L

‘avacuation ligt a8 of today but thexré are 30 non-
official third country natlonals. The ambasgador

is deeply concernod over the more than 800 Cambodians

included in the evacuatlon plan. He balieves that
the .departure of large numbers of govaernmernt offi-
oials and Cambodian employees of the US Migsion—-
along with their dependents--will be read as a sign
of dafeat in Phnom Penh. As a result an unovredlce-
tabla and ungontrollable gituation might develop ,
" which could make it difficult oxr lmpossible to carry

 the evacuation plans through te complation.
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politigal: Davalopmonts _
: 7. The Thai government iz apparently making i
an- aleventh -hour affort to spark a dialogue between. -
the two Cambodian belligezentz, Thal Foreign Min~- -
igter Chatchai told US Charge Masters in BRangkok o
yestarday that he: had invited gihanouk's gon, FPrince .
Yuvaheath, to visit the Thal capltal over the weaak-
epd. Cambodian Prime Minister Long Boret is
acheduled ko pass through Bangkok on Sundav and

Chstchai apparently hopes to avrange a meetinhg be-
tween the two.. _
8. Even if the Thais sugceed in bringing the
two Cambodians together, there ig very little hope
that such a meetinhg would result in any significant
movaement toward a peaceful settlement. Pringe .
yuvanaath--who has a yreputation as & playboy and.
who has boen staying in Magso~~is clearly not au-
thoriged to bpaak for his father, let alone the
¥hner Comdunists. Ragent statements from hoth
Sihanouk and the Communiszts have made it clear that
they sense victory and are sven More £irmly opposed.
than in the past to "negotiations or compromise.” .-
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. The situation in Indochina
. ‘ Na, 3 _ c e

+ . The attitudes of South Vietnam's miliﬁary'
leaders will of course be crucial in determining the

o .- L government's and Thieu's durability., Former niime

S minigter Khiem's actions will also he important. -

Although there are no reliable indications so far . :

- that genior military leaders or Khiem-—a former miliﬁ;ﬂ
- tary commander and by’ rank South Vietnam's senler = 77
general~*are ready to move against Thiew, the fesla ' -
ng seema to be growing that Thieu should step, asida. "

3. BSouth Vietnam's press director, Nguyen
-Ngea Bich, teold a UsS official this morn.i.ng that rew.
. sction to President Thieu's speech yesterday among fedy:
mets Mot TUnany ALr rorte officers” was ons of axtrome anger ey FMIRAR ¥
.. .and that there wag talk of a "bloody -golwedon" & - r—gaive sl |f:
the removal of Thieu. Bich interpreted these com- e N A
mants to.mean that a bombing of the palace orx sn
assassipation attempt might be made shozrtly. He
elaimed that "all armed forces" were now beginning -
to rally around formeyr Vice Prusident Ky, but that Ky.
himself was not among those who were plotting violence.’
Bich also stated that Military Region 3 commander T
General Toan had been trying unsuccessfully all dav " .07
to got an appointment with Thieu. Toan: zenortedly T A
wants to assure Thieu of his personal loyalty but | ' F
intends nevertheless o agk him to step down for the =~
‘qood of the country. A N
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